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DAVID LYNCH MA in FILM at MAHARISHI UNIVERSITY of MANAGEMENT

Students embark on a journey over the course of three semesters 
to expand their creativity while developing a real-world 
project as a cohesive creative team. Students learn about deep 
story and the entire process of filmmaking, from the initial 
stages of deciding on ideas to pre-production, production, 
post-production, and distribution. The studio environment 
supports students who have a clear sense of purpose, are self-
motivated, and are willing to work in collaboration with others. 

STUDIO ENVIRONMENT
Fairfield, Iowa is a small town with a global vision and a 
global culture that welcomes high-caliber artists who want 
to be at the vanguard of change. Smithsonian magazine 
named Fairfield one of “The 20 Best Small Towns to Visit 
in 2013.” Fairfield’s community has embraced the MA 
program as an opportunity for creative collaboration in 
myriad ways. By offering a wide range of skills and resources 
accompanied by their enthusiasm, the town’s creative culture 
has proven itself to be fertile ground for artistic expression.

CREATIVE COMMUNIT Y

In his book Catching the Big Fish, and in his speaking tours, David Lynch describes his personal artistic 
process of diving within to tap the reservoir of creativity, through his practice of the Transcendental 
Meditation technique. The David Lynch MA in Film program is inspired and structured by the same 
approach to the creative process. Students practice Transcendental Meditation with the time, space, tools, 
and professional mentoring necessary to develop their creativity and catch their own “big fish.” The David 
Lynch Masters program is the first and only Consciousness-Based film education available anywhere.

DIVING FOR THE BIG IDEASThis master’s degree in film teaches all the aspects 
of filmmaking, but with the profound addition of 
Transcendental Meditation® as taught by Maharishi Mahesh 
Yogi. This gives those in the program the ability to dive 
within—to transcend and experience that unbounded 
ocean of pure consciousness which is unbounded 
intelligence, creativity, happiness, love, energy, power, 
and peace. The students in this program grow in these all-
positive qualities, and it serves the work in glorious ways. 
The big secret to great filmmaking, I believe, lies within in 
the big treasury within us all. This is a truly great program.

Your friend,
David

© 2014 Maharishi University of Management. Transcendental Meditation®,  Maharishi University of Management, and Consciousness-Based are protected trademarks and are used in 
the U.S. under license or with permission. Maharishi University of Management is an Equal Opportunity Institution. Cover photo: Adam Bordow. Revised April 9, 2015.

David Lynch is a painter, musician, screenwriter, theatrical artist, and filmmaker. An 
artist who follows a vision consistently and without compromise, he produces works 
with impact and haunting resonance. Nominated three times for the Best Director 
Academy Award, his films include Eraserhead (1977), The Elephant Man (1980), Blue 
Velvet (1986), Wild At Heart (1990), Mulholland Drive (2001), and Inland Empire (2006). 
He was the co-creator, writer and director of the critically acclaimed TV series Twin 
Peaks. At the heart of Lynch’s creativity is his 40-year practice of the Transcendental 
Meditation technique. In 2005 he launched the David Lynch Foundation (DLF) 
for Consciousness-Based℠ Education and Peace. The Foundation brings the 
Transcendental Meditation program to some of the world’s most stressed populations.

A B O U T 
D A V I D 
L Y N C H

“

”

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/the-20-best-small-towns-to-visit-in-2013-1353277/?no-ist
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/the-20-best-small-towns-to-visit-in-2013-1353277/?no-ist
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CONSCIOUSNESS-BASED FILMMAKING
As an artist, you draw upon a creative well filled with images, sounds, and ideas 
gleaned from your daily life. Every artist has felt the well run dry and has had to 
spend time rejuvenating or seeking out new inspirations to fill it. Consciousness-
Based Education helps you extend that well, tapping into an inexhaustible ocean of 
creativity within yourself—pure consciousness.

Lynch calls this “catching the big fish.” The deeper you go into that infinite ocean, 
the bigger fish you find, giving you greater understanding of life. Free from negative 
and stressful constraints, you create with more happiness and energy. Colors are 
more vivid, and your senses are razor sharp—you’re more empowered as an artist. 
As a conscious filmmaker you can communicate universal truths of human life 
through even the simplest expressions.

DAV I D  LY N C H  MA  C U R R I C U LU M
While the David Lynch MA in Film is rooted in consciousness and creativity, it aims to 
provide a practical application of knowledge. You will combine intuition and hands-
on skills to clearly express the subjects you choose to explore. You will develop your 
ability to present your work in a confident and compelling way, and show the same 
understanding and appreciation of the works of others in the field.

An essential part of this studio-based degree is that all students collaborate with 
each other and take on different roles—as producer, director, sound mixer, AD, DP, 
screenwriter, casting director, costume and set designer, special effects supervisor. 

Ideas are like fish. If you want to catch little fish, you can stay in the shallow water. 
But if you want to catch the big fish, you’ve got to go deeper. Down deep, the fish 
are more powerful and more pure.

—David Lynch

DAVID LYNCH MA in FILM at MAHARISHI UNIVERSITY of MANAGEMENT

“ ”

The Scribbler by Coral and Melodia Morales Katerina’s Moon by Monica Demes Apotheosis by Cody Olivas
Kennedy Hill by Jennifer Joelle Kachler

The program is about having eighteen months to go deeply into a creative experience that will transform both you and your career.

DAVID LYNCH MA in FILM at MAHARISHI UNIVERSITY of MANAGEMENT

The David Lynch Masters in Film program offers a unique focus with its highly 
collaborative and professionally authentic Web-TV Series Track.
 
This program gives students the best possible preparation for entering today’s rapidly changing, 
hyper-competitive world of film and TV production. The Web-TV Series Track gives each student as much of a 
“real-world” experience as possible within the educational context, reaching from the conception, through the 
writing, producing and then ultimately, the distribution of the final series.

In the interest of honoring the creative and collaborative efforts of the student artists in the program, the 
DLMA students participating in the Web-TV Series Track will receive a share of proceeds should the resulting 
series be sold.

EXCLUSIVE WEB-TV SERIES TRACK



6 7

DAVID LYNCH MA in FILM at MAHARISHI UNIVERSITY of MANAGEMENT DAVID LYNCH MA in FILM at MAHARISHI UNIVERSITY of MANAGEMENT

JOHN RAATZ, marketing and 
promotional expert, has 
represented Jim Carrey, Donovan, 
Madonna, and many others

LEIGH BADGLEY, award-winning 
documentary filmmaker for A&E, 
CBC, Canada’s National Film  

BILL BORDEN, producer of Mission 
Impossible 3, High School Musical, 
An Officer and a Gentleman, and 
many others

DÉJÀ BERNHARDT, documentary and 
narrative director/producer/editor, 
student Academy Award nominee

JIM CARREY, four-time Golden 
Globe Award nominee, actor

ANTHONY MEINDL, founder of 
Anthony Meindl’s Actor’s Lab, 
named the #1 acting studio in L.A. 
four times by Backstage Magazine

LOUISE LEVISON, author of Variety 
Presents: Filmmakers & Financing 
—Business Plans for Independents

LISA WILSON, international film 
distributor of Academy Award 
winners On Golden Pond, Crash, 
and Hugo, and many other films

LAWRENCE EVERSON, post-
production sound mixer for 
Discovery Channel and HBO

HEATHER RAE, two-time Academy 
Award nominee 

PETER FARRELLY, writer/director of 
films, including Dumb & Dumber, 
There’s Something About Mary, and 
Shallow Hal

JEREMY KAGEN, director of Heroes 
(film), The Big Fix, The Chosen, 
and many others

ROGER WOLFSON, writer of Law and 
Order SVU, The Closer, Saving 
Grace, has written and sold nine 
original scripts for film and T.V.

PHYLLIS KHARE, social media expert, 
author of Social Media Marketing 
eLearning Kit For Dummies

DARA MARKS, Hollywood’s #1 rated 
script doctor, author of Inside Story

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY OF CONSCIOUSNESS (FOUR WEEKS)
At the beginning of the David Lynch MA in Film program, you will be taking a fundamental course in Consciousness-Based 
Education (the unique educational approach of MUM) called Science and Technology of Consciousness (STC).

The goal of this course is for you to gain experience and understanding of consciousness as the unifying basis of all branches of knowl-
edge. This course provides a foundation for all other courses you will take at the David Lynch MA in Film here at Maharishi University of 
Management. The course introduces you to key ideas and terms relevant to your studies and to your experience here. Our university is 
centered around the teachings of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, the well-known founder of the TM technique. The practical aspect of STC is 
the Transcendental Meditation© technique, a simple mental technique that produces positive effects on mental health, physical health, 
and social behaviors. For more information, visit tm.org.

By the end of this course, you will be able to: 

•   More completely understand the relationship between your individual self and your universal Self—the field of pure inner 
wakefulness, unbounded pure consciousness, at the source of thought and the source of all creativity.
•   Use principles of the Science of Technology of Consciousness to deepen your understanding of foundational principles in the arts, 
sciences, and humanities storytelling, and filmmaking.
•   Articulate how growth of consciousness and the study of inner subjectivity enrich education, your creative process, and life.

FIRST SEMESTER: WRITING & PRE-PRODUCTION
Seasoned industry professionals guide students through the process of writing for television by simulating the structure and methods 
employed in the real world. The class creates its own writer’s room and collaborates to develop the concept of an original Web/TV Series 
before teaming up to write individual episodes. Veteran Hollywood producer, Bill Borden, acts as Executive Producer for the series as 
well as a guide and mentor to students throughout the program. The immersive curriculum is further enriched by guest lecturers who 
present seminars in various aspects of the writing and production process throughout the course.

SECOND SEMESTER: PRODUCTION
In Semester 2, the class produces the series they have written under the continuing advice and guidance of professional mentors. 
Each student will write, direct and edit at least one episode of the series. Master classes involving active participation with faculty and 
visiting guest lecturers provide advanced techniques invaluable to each student’s career in film. The project structure will replicate the 
internal operations of a studio, preparing students for work after graduation. This semester reinforces skills in directing actors, cinema-
tography, production sound techniques, and on-set production roles/etiquette, to bolster the student’s academic and practical knowl-
edge of the film industry process. Students will work within a budget provided by the university and no additional funds from students 
will be required to produce the series.

THIRD SEMESTER: EDITING, POST-PRODUCTION & DISTRIBUTION
Semester 3 focuses on the Post-Production and Distribution processes, with students learning to move each episode through post-
production. After principal photography, students will work on assembly, rough cut, fine cut, music, color grading, sound mixing, special 
effects, etc. Faculty will continue to advise, mentor, and guide students during this process, Once complete, the entire series will be 
presented online. Additional screenings for industry professionals will take place in Los Angeles.

CURRICULUM GUEST SPEAKERS OF PAST YEARS
The David Lynch MA in Film draws on industry experts, academics, and professionals from all areas of film pro-
duction and distribution. Speakers from past years have included the following.

http://www.tm.org
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ENTRANCE 
REQUIREMENTS

BACHELOR’S DEGREE: Applicants must hold a bachelor’s degree (preferably related to 
film), and demonstrate skill in film/video production and writing

PORTFOLIO: Applicants must submit a creative portfolio for evaluation. See Portfolio 
Submission Guidelines on Page 10.

INTERVIEW: Applicants will be interviewed by the MA in Film Admissions Committee, in 
person or via Skype. MA candidates should prepare for this interview and be able to speak in a 
detailed manner about the work in their portfolio, their present project interests, and career goals.

 VISITORS WEEKEND: MA candidates are strongly encouraged to visit the University 
during their application process. For information: http://www.mum.edu/visitorsweekend.

HOW TO APPLY: Click on the “apply now” button at the top or bottom of any web page on 
MUM.edu to start the process of applying to the Master’s degree level program, including transcript 
submissions. You must also submit your portfolio directly to the department, 
as described on Page 10.

PLEASE NOTE: Students will need to have their own vehicle while studying in the David 
Lynch MA program. Students who are not yet practicing the Transcendental Meditation program 
will receive instruction in the Transcendental Meditation technique as part of their first course.

DAVID LYNCH MA in FILM at MAHARISHI UNIVERSITY of MANAGEMENT

Film Competition Award 
One full tuition (three semesters) scholarship 
Winner to be chosen by David Lynch

Competition Guidelines Application Dates

Writing Competition Award 
$10,000 scholarship applied to the cost of tuition

COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES

•	 Scholarships will be awarded based on 
materials submitted in the applicant’s creative 
portfolio.

•	 Both US and international applicants are 
eligible for scholarships.

•	 All applicants must also be accepted to the 
university.

•	 Finalists will be selected by the David Lynch MA 
in Film faculty.

•	 Judges have no preference for a particular 
genre or style of work, music videos included.

•	 Complete pieces are preferred, but excerpts and 
trailers are eligible. Your film must not exceed 
ten minutes in length.

•	 The scholarship covers the cost of the entire 
portion of tuition that is not covered by 
government grants (if grants are available to 
the student).

•	 Students will be responsible for all personal 
living expenses while studying.

•	 Submissions must be received by November 
1st, 2015. Late submissions will be accepted up 
until November 15, 2015 with a late fee of $25.

•	 Winners will be announced December 18th, 
2015.

•	 Students who are accepted to the MA must be 
on campus to register for classes on February 
3rd (US) and February 1st (International), 
2016.

 

We have two scholarships to the David Lynch MA in Film program this year, which are available thanks 
to generous support from donors.

DAVID LYNCH MA in FILM at MAHARISHI UNIVERSITY of MANAGEMENT

For more information contact:
Eden West +1 641.209.5171 
 Jada Foster +1 641.209.5172
davidlynch.ma@mum.edu

http://www.mum.edu
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Option #1:

INT. SHERIFF’S OFFICE – NIGHT

Sheriff Peter Ball is on late duty in the small sheriff’s office. He hears a noise outside. 

He opens the front door of the office and discovers a box on the doorstep. He spots two people running 50 yards away. He chases them but loses 
them in an alley. He returns to the box and opens it up. Inside is…

Option #2:

EXT. OCEAN BEACH – DAY

A young woman sits on a beach watching a beautiful sunrise. She closes her eyes and gratefully accepts the warmth from the newly risen sun on 
her face. Suddenly the sun’s light increases. She opens her eyes and finds herself in a completely different place…

1.	 SUMMARY OF SERIES IDEA 
A brief summary for an original idea for a fictional series (web or television) that you would like to see produced, 1 to 2 pages in length (total). 
Include a logline and short synopsis.

2.	 ADDITIONAL WRITING SAMPLE 
An additional writing sample of your choice (feature film, short, or web/tv episode) that you believe best represents your talent.

3.	 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
A brief Statement of Purpose (500 words maximum) explaining why you are interested in joining the David Lynch MA program.

4.	 RESUME 
Your résumé.

5.	 SAMPLE VIDEO OR FILM
A sample of a film or video (full piece or excerpt, 10 minutes or shorter) that you produced, directed, and/or wrote, including complete credits 
indicating your creative roles(s) in the work.

6.	 SCRIPT  
A 7-to-10 page script based on one of the two writing prompts below. Please write a complete story with a beginning, middle, and end:

DAVID LYNCH MA in FILM at MAHARISHI UNIVERSITY of MANAGEMENT

David Lynch MA in Film
Maharishi University of Management
Media and Communications Department
1000 North 4th Street, MR733
Fairfield, IA 52557

Email davidlynch.ma@mum.edu

MUM Admissions
Email admissions@mum.edu

Phone +1.800.369.6480 (US only) 
+1.641.472.1110 (outside the US)

PORTFOLIO SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
TO UPLOAD YOUR PORTFOLIO ITEMS, CREATE AN ACCOUNT AT SLIDEROOM HERE. YOU WILL UPLOAD THE FOLLOWING 5 ITEMS:

https://mum.slideroom.com/#/login/program/27736




Chhandogya Upanishad
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